Sawyers Valley Primary School, Western Australia,
Room 3 Report: Square of Life, Autumn, 2007

At SVPS, Rooms 1, 2 and 3 participated in the Square of Life Project. Here is
Room 3's report.

In Room 3 we worked in groups of about four fo investigate our Squares of Life.
We measured out our metre squares in an area between the school staff room
and car park. There was a pile of mulch nearby and some of our squares were
partly in a planted garden which had reticulation for watering. Others were on
natural ground with a lot of leaf litter. There were some tall eucalyptus trees in
the area also. (Often the black cockatoos perch in them to eat the gum nuts,
causing the nuts to fall, sometimes putting dents in cars parked beneath!)

We investigated our squares using pop sticks to lift and look carefully. We
recorded our findings in notes and drawings. In groups we made posters. Here is
one of them.

We compared our results with Moscow Elementary School, in Moscow, a town in
the state of Maine in the United States of America. Similar things about our
schools are that both have dams nearby and both are in the hills. But our hills
are small and we have no snow or skiing. Our dam supplies drinking water and is
not used for recreation. We do not have a 'muddy’ season. We have hot dry
summers and cool wet winters.

It was interesting to use a Venn diagram to find out what was similar and what
was different about the things that both schools found in their squares. First
we listed the findings from both schools. Then we used the Interactive White
Board to sort the findings. Here are our results.
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We used the digital microscope to look more closely at some of the things we
found.

J says thisis a
nut from a
eucalyptus tree.
There is red,
green, brown,
white and black.

J's gumnut does not come from a marri or jarrah free, the most commonly found
gum trees in our locality. There are many different kinds of eucalyptus trees
that grow in Australia. Their nuts come in many beautiful shapes and patterns.

The shapes and colours we could see using the microscope were fascinating. We
enjoyed discovering details you cannot see with your own eyes.



H's leaf. There are
scales, patterns, veins
and the main vein.
There is orange, pink,
green and black.

M has a bit of wood
with eggs on it!

| think they may be
spider eggs. | see a
little bit of orange,
brown, black and
white.

JK says this
is a leaf
wrapped
around with
a web. It has
eggs inside
it. The web
holds it.

We thought at first that Moscow children had found more things in their
squares than we did. We realised that they had used lots more descriptive
words. We remembered that we had also found an ants' nest but had not
recorded it.

It was interesting to discover how many things we found in common and that
both schools found rubbish. Moscow children found more types of rubbish than
Sawyers Valley children.

We have learned about living things not only in our own yard but in a part of the
world that has a colder climate and more rugged landscape than ours.

We all enjoyed the project.

That concludes our report.






